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Nicholas B. Dirks

NICHOLAS B. DIRKS was named the 10th chancellor of the University of
California, Berkeley on November 8, 2012, and served in that role between
June 1, 2013 and July 1, 2017. An internationally renowned historian and
anthropologist, he is a leader in higher education and well-known for his
commitment to and advocacy for accessible, high-quality undergraduate
education, to the globalization of the university, and to innovation and
collaboration across the disciplines and between universities and outside
partners.

While chancellor, Dirks launched an undergraduate initiative, which
occasioned unprecedented cooperation among the deans of undergraduate
colleges and the appointment of the first Vice Chancellor of Undergraduate
Education. Dirks convened a group of faculty who developed a new set of

courses in data science across the curriculum (and led to the appointment
of the first Dean of Data Science). He oversaw the development of the first fully residential college dormitory,
and launched an initiative in arts and design. He invested in major research collaborations in neuroscience
and genomics, developed a close working relationship with UCSF, and helped negotiate Berkeley’s
participation in the $600 m Chan Zuckerberg Biohub. Dirks established two important task forces in
athletics, one to improve the academic performance and commitment of student athletes, the other to
formulate a plan for long-term financial sustainability. He appointed the first campus lead to guide efforts to
combat sexual violence and sexual harassment while changing campus level procedures and investing
significant additional resources. Dirks established new global partnerships with Cambridge University and
the National University of Singapore, while developing the Tsinghua Berkeley Shenzhen Institute and a joint
climate institute with the Berkeley Lab and Tsinghua University. Dirks revamped the development operation
(Fundraising 2.0) and presided over record breaking fundraising efforts, while spearheading efforts to
promote more expansive alumni relations. Dirks took on unprecedented challenges around the financial
health of the university, spearheading a campus wide discussion around strategic planning and beginning the
process of bringing the budget back into long-term balance. Finally, Dirks maintained the unparalleled
excellence of Berkeley as indicated in every major ranking, and did so while focusing on increasing
accessibility for low income and underrepresented students.

Before coming to Berkeley, he was the executive vice president for the arts and sciences and dean of the
faculty at Columbia University, where, in addition to his work on behalf of undergraduate programs, he
improved and diversified the faculty, putting special emphasis on interdisciplinary and international
initiatives. The Franz Boas Professor of Anthropology and History, Dirks joined Columbia in 1997 as chair of
the anthropology department. Prior to his appointment at Columbia, he was a professor of history and
anthropology at the University of Michigan for 10 years, before which he taught Asian history and civilization
at the California Institute of Technology. He received his B.A. from Wesleyan University, and his M.A. and
Ph.D. at the University of Chicago. He has published four major books, edited three more, and written
numerous essays, articles, and papers.

Dirks has held numerous fellowships and scholarships and received several scholarly honors, including a
Guggenheim Fellowship, a MacArthur Foundation residential fellowship at the Institute for Advanced Study at
Princeton, and the Lionel Trilling Award for his book Castes of Mind. He is a fellow of the American Academy
of Arts and Sciences, and has served on numerous national and international bodies while receiving honorary
degrees in Beijing, China, and Madras, India. He is a Senior Fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations.
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ACADEMIC TRAINING

The University of Chicago, Chicago, IL 1972-78
Ph.D. 1981, Department of History
FIELDS: South Asian History (Modern, Ancient, Medieval); Anthropology

M.A. 1974, Department of History

Wesleyan University, Middletown, CT. B.A., 1968-72
MAJOR PROGRAM: African and Asian Studies in the College of Social Studies

EMPLOYMENT

Chancellor, University of California, Berkeley, 2013 - 2017.

Professor of History, Professor of Anthropology, University of California, Berkeley, 2013 -

Executive Vice President and Dean of the Faculty of the Arts and Sciences, Columbia University, 2009 - 2012.
Vice President of the Arts and Sciences and Dean of the Faculty, Columbia University, 2004 - 2009.

Franz Boas Professor of Anthropology and History, Columbia University, February 2000 - 2013.

Professor of Anthropology and History, Columbia University, July 1997 - 2000.

Professor of History and Anthropology, The University of Michigan, May 1990 - June 1997.

Directeur D’Etudes Associé, at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris, January - April 1992.
Associate Professor of History, The University of Michigan, September 1987 - May 1990.

Associate Professor of History, Division of Humanities and Social Sciences, California Institute of Technology,
January 1986 - August 1987.

Academic Visitor, Department of Anthropology, London School of Economics and Political Science, January -
December 1986.

Assistant Professor of History, California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, CA, September 1980 - December
1985.

Instructor in Asian History, California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, CA, September 1978 - August 1980.

Part-time Instructor in Cultural Anthropology, George Williams College, Downers Grove, IL, Autumn 1973.

PROFESSIONAL POSITIONS
Chair, Global University Leaders Forum (GULF), World Economic Forum; 2016 - 2017

Member, The Vistria Group Education Advisory Board; 2015 -
Member, University Development Trust, Sacramento CA, Advisory Board; 2015 -
Member, Knowledge Networks Advisory Board, World Economic Forum; 2014 -

Member, Global Agenda Council on Global Governance, World Economic Forum; 2014 -Member, University of
the People, Presidential Advisory Board; 2014 -

Member, Singapore Ministry of Education, Academic Research Council; 2014 -
Member, International Alliance of Research Universities; 2013 -, Chair, 2017

Member, Tanner Lectures Board of Trustees; 2013 - 2017
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Pac-12 CEO Group and Board of Managers; 2013 - 2017

Senior Fellow, Council on Foreign Relations, New York, 2005 -

Trustee, Board of Trustees, Columbia University Press, 2003-2012.

Chair, Faculty Publications Board, Columbia University Press, 2003-2005.

Series Editor, “Cultures of History,” Columbia University Press, 2002-

Faculty Board, Columbia University Press, 2001-2003.

Chair, Department of Anthropology, Columbia University, 1997-2003.

Director, Advanced Study Center of the International Institute at the University of Michigan, 1995-1997.
Director, Center for South and Southeast Asian Studies at the University of Michigan, 1992-1995.

Co-founder and Director, Interdepartmental Program in Anthropology and History at the University of
Michigan, 1988-1997

PUBLICATIONS

Books

Autobiography of an Archive: A Scholar’s Passage to India. New York: Columbia University Press, 2015.

The Scandal of Empire: India and the Creation of Imperial Britain. Cambridge: Belknap Imprint, Harvard
University Press, 2006.

Castes of Mind: Colonialism and the Making of Modern India. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2001;
New Delhi: Permanent Black, 2002.

In Near Ruins: Cultural Theory at the end of the Century. Ed. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press,
1998.

Colonialism and Culture. Ed. Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, 1992 (with introduction entitled
“Colonialism and Culture,” and article, “From Little King to Landlord: Colonial Discourse and Colonial Rule”).

Culture/Power/History: A Reader in Contemporary Social Theory. Eds. Geoff Eley and Sherry Ortner.
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1993.

The Hollow Crown: Ethnohistory of an Indian Kingdom. 1st ed. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987.
2nd ed. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1993.

Articles - Higher Education

“Making a difference in four years” in The Daily Californian, May 2017.
http://www.dailycal.org/2017/05/04 /making -difference-4-years-uc-berkeley/

“Berkeley is under attack from both sides” in the New York Times, April 2017.
http://www.nytimes.com /2017 /04 /26 /opinion/berkeley-is-under-attack-from-both-sides.html

“Berkeley’s Dirks Reflects on Tumultuous Tenure” in The Chronicle of Higher Education, April 2017.
http://www.chronicle.com/article/Berkeley-s-Dirks-Reflects-on /239891

“Top Universities must enroll more low-income students” in The San Francisco Chronicle, February 2017.
http://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/openforum/article/Universities-must-enroll-more-low-income-
students-10955279.php

Revised 7/14/2017



CHANCELLOR NICHOLAS B. DIRKS | CURRICULUM VITAE 4

“The Evolution of globalized Higher Education” with Nils Gilman in University Priorities and Constraints. Eds.
Luc E. Weber and James J. Duderstadt. Economica, Glion Colloquium Series No. 9: London, Paris, Geneve, 2016

“Flagships must create new models to preserve the public good” in The Chronicle of Higher Education, July
2016. http://chronicle.com/article/Flagships-Must-Create-New /237055

“Challenges create stronger campus and community” in The Daily California, May 2016.
http://dailycal.org/2016/05/09/356626

“New emphasis on data science valuable to students in all fields” in The Daily Californian, February 2016.
http://www.dailycal.org/2016/03/01/346188/

"Berkeley's new approach to global engagement: Early and current efforts to become more international” in
the UC Berkeley Center for Studies in Higher Education's Research & Occasional Paper Series, December
2015. http://www.cshe.berkeley.edu/publications/berkeleys-new-approach-global-engagement-early-
current-efforts-become-more

“The Liberal Arts and the University: Lessons for China in the History of Undergraduate Education In the US
and at the University of California” in Experiences in Liberal Arts and Sciences Education from America,
Europe, and Asia: A Dialogue across Continents. Ed. William Kirby and Marijk van der Wende. Palgrave
Macmillan, UK, 2015.

"Campus staff professionals deserve infinite gratitude" in The Daily Californian, December 2015.
http://www.dailycal.org/2015/12/04/338180/

"Exposure to arts central to undegraduate experience" in The Daily Californian, November 2015.
http://www.dailycal.org/2015/11/20/exposure-to-arts-central-to-undergraduate-experience/

“The Future of World Class Universities” in University World News, October 2, 2015

"Our student-athletes can excel on two fronts" in The Daily Californian, October 2015.
http://www.dailycal.org/2015/10/20/our-student-athletes-can-excel-on-two-fronts/

"Du Bois's ideology still relevant today" in The Daily Californian, September 2015.
http://www.dailycal.org/2015/09/22/du-bois-ideology-still-relevant-today/

"The Liberal Arts and The University: Tracing the Origins and Structure of Undergraduate Education In the US
and at the University Of California” in the UC Berkeley Center for Studies in Higher Education's Research &
Occasional Paper Series, June 2015.

http://www.cshe.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/shared /publications/docs/ROPS.CSHE .7.15.Dirks_.UGEd
ucation.6.16.2015%20%281%29.pdf

"Intercollegiate athletics crucial to academic values" in The Daily Californian, June 2015.
http://www.dailycal.org/2015/06/01 /intercollegiate-athletics-crucial-to-academic-values/

"Rebirth of the research university" in the Chronicle of Higher Education, April 2015.
https://chronicle.com/article/Rebirth-of-the-University/229585/

"Discourse on free speech, civility gives us lessons to take forward" in The Daily Californian, April 2015.
http://www.dailycal.org/2015/04/10/chancellors-corner-discourse-on-free-speech-civility-gives-us-
lessons-to-take-forward/

"How we are improving the undergraduate experience" in The Daily Californian, March 2015.
http://www.dailycal.org/2015/03 /06 /how-we-are-improving-the-undergraduate-experience/

"Traditions of excellence worth maintaining” in The Daily Californian, February 2015.
http://www.dailycal.org/2015/02/06/chancellors-corner-traditions-excellence-worth-maintaining/
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"My passage to India" on The Berkeley Blog, February 2015. http://blogs.berkeley.edu/2015/02/02 /my-
passage-to-india/

"Why [ miss the culture wars" in The Chronicle of Higher Education, February 2015.
http://chronicle.com/article/Why-I-Miss-the-Culture-Wars/151435/

"How are universities adapting to globalization?" on the World Economic Forum blog, January 2015.
https://agenda.weforum.org/2015/01 /how-are-universities-adapting-to-globalization/

"Leading a global transformation of the American research university" in The Huffington Post, January 2015.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/nicholas-b-dirks/leading-a-global-transfor b_6517758.html

“Our global university: What might this mean for Berkeley Students?” in The Daily Californian, November
2014. http://www.dailycal.org/2014/11/25 /global-university-might-mean-berkeley-students/

“Lead your generation with a vote,” in The Daily Californian, October 2014.
http://www.dailycal.org/2014/10/31/chancellors-corner-lead-generation-vote/

“Reaffirming roles of intercollegiate student-athletes, coaches, staff,” in The Daily Californian, September
2014. http://www.dailycal.org/2014/09/30/chancellors-corner-reaffirming-roles-intercollegiate-student-
athletes-coaches-staff/

“Berkeley’s forecast: sunshine after the storm,” in The Times - Higher Education Supplement, October 2014.
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/world-university-rankings/2014-15/world-
ranking/analysis/berkeleys-forecast-sunshine-after-the-storm

“Reflecting on the legacy of the Free Speech Movement,” in The Daily Californian, October 2014.
http://www.dailycal.org/2014/10/10/reflecting-legacy-free-speech-movement/

“Reimagining the future, not just for ourselves, but for all,” in The Daily Californian, August 2014.
http://www.dailycal.org/2014/08/29/chancellors-corner-reimagining-future-just/

“What Ivory Tower Gets Wrong,” in The Chronicle of Higher Education, July 2014.
http://chronicle.com/blogs/conversation/2014/07 /22 /what-ivory-tower-gets-wrong/

“Together, our school can continue to lead,” in The Daily Californian, February 2014.
http://www.dailycal.org/2014/02/21/together-school-can-continue-lead/

“Utopian Pasts and Futures,” in The Huffington Post, January 2014.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/nicholas-b-dirks/utopian-pasts-and-futures_b_4648387.html

“A brighter outlook for higher education in California,” in the Los Angeles Times, July 2013.
http://articles.latimes.com/2013/jul/12/opinion/la-oe-dirks-uc-tuition-20130712

“Scholars, Spies, and Global Studies,” in The Chronicle of Higher Education, August 2012.
https://chronicle.com/article/Scholars-SpiesGlobal/133459/

“Franz Boas and the American University: A Personal Account,” in Proceedings of the American Philosophical
Society. vol. 154, no. 1, March 2010.

CURRENT WORK

The University and the World: The Opening of the American Mind. Book project on the nature of global
knowledge in the twenty-first century and the challenges of globalization for universities.

Scholars and Spies. Book project on the role of India in the emerging interests of the United States in and after
World War I, beginning with an account of the role of the Office of Strategic Services in the development of
area studies.

Revised 7/14/2017



CHANCELLOR NICHOLAS B. DIRKS | CURRICULUM VITAE 6

PUBLIC APPEARANCES AND INTERVIEWS (AS UC BERKELEY CHANCELLOR)

“Berkeley’s Dirks Reflects on Tumultuous Tenure” in The Chronicle of Higher Education, April 2017.
http://www.chronicle.com/article /Berkeley-s-Dirks-Reflects-on/239891

Originator and Host: Berkeley Talks http://calperformances.org/berkeley-talks/
=  March 2017: Marlon James

= September 2016: Steve Kerr

= April 2016: Jonathan Franzen

= April 2016: Jaron Lanier

=  March 2016: Reid Hoffman

* February 2016: Eric Schmidt

= April 2015: Michael Lewis

*  February 2015: Michael Ondaatje
= December 2014: Yo-Yo Ma

= October 2014: Bassem Youssef

June 2017 Presidential Panel at the University of Michigan,
Free Speech at Berkeley

June 2017, Annual Meeting of the APLU (Washington D.C.)
Free Speech on American Campuses

January 2017 World Economic Forum, Davos
Welcoming remarks and facilitator: “Global university leaders forum: University Collaboration in the Context
of the Fourth Industrial Revolution.”
Participants
Marc Benioff, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, Salesforce, USA
Ken Hu, Deputy Chairman and Rotating Chief Executive Officer, Huawei Technologies Co. Ltd, People’s
Republic of China
Bradford L. Smith, President and Chief Legal Officer, Microsoft Corporation, USA
Nicholas Dirks, Chancellor, University of California, Berkeley, USA
Tony F. Chan, President, The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, Hong Kong SAR
Subra Suresh, President, Carnegie Mellon University, USA
Introduction of UC Berkeley IdeasLab: The Science of Emotion

October 17, 2016 National Fulbright Association, SF
Speech: “Fulbright, 70 Years and Counting.”

September 2016 Times Higher Education World Academic Summit, UC Berkeley

= Keynote address to open the symposium for communications professionals: “Brand U: How Colleges,
Universities and Academe Shape Their Images.”

*  Gala Dinner speaker; Summit Closing.

June 2016, Conversation with Reid Hoffman - at conference in SF for education folks (ACE?)

June 2016 Bay Area Book Festival, Berkeley
Interview with Colm Toibin.

May 2, 2016 Milken Global Conference, Los Angeles
Panelist/Speaker: “Progress Report: Education Leaders Sound Off.”

April 15, 2016. Public Conversation with John Hennessy, President, Stanford University, at Stanford, on the
Future of Online Education.

April 2016 Clinton Global Initiative University Conference, UC Berkeley
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Opening remarks

February 2016 American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), Washington, DC.
Opening remarks: “The Public Face of Science, UC Berkeley”

January 2016 Wesleyan Alumni in Philanthropy and Public Service (WAPPS), San Francisco
Keynote: “21st Century Skills and Educational Equity.”

January 2016 World Economic Forum, Davos
Welcoming remarks and facilitator: “Global university leaders session: The Future of Jobs
Participants
Joe Jimenez, CEO, Novartis
Sigfried Russwurm, Members of the Managing Board, Siemens
Sir Lesezek Borysiewicz, Vice-Chancellor, University of Cambridge
Patrick Aebischer, President, Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL)
Introduction of UC Berkeley IdeasLab: “From nano to neurological, how are emerging technologies
reinventing the nature of manufacturing.”

November 18, 2015 Churchill Club, San Jose

Dialog between UC Berkeley Chancellor Nicholas Dirks and Stanford President John Hennessy, with
moderator Quentin Hardy, Deputy Technology Editor, The New York Times: “The Future of Higher Education:
What's at Stake?”

October 17, 2015 Uncharted Ideas Festival, Berkeley
Berkeleyside Interview with New Times columnist Quentin Hardy: “The Globalization of Education.”
http://berkeleyside.libsyn.com/the-globalization-of-education

October 1, 2015 Times Higher Education Conference
Keynote Speaker: “The Future of World-Class Universities.”

September 17, 2015 New York Times Conference, New York
Panelist: “Big State Universities: Rewriting the Future”

Speakers

Nicholas Dirks, Chancellor, University of California, Berkeley

Michael McRobbie, president, Indiana University
Nancy Zimpher, chancellor, State University of New York
Moderator: David Leonhardt, editor, The Upshot, The New York Times

September 2015: Keynote address to Times Higher Education World Academic Summit, Melbourne,
Australia. https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/nicholas-dirks-public-universities-need-not-
choose-between-access-and-excellence

June 17-21,2015: Glion Colloquium, Balancing External Responsibilities with University Priorities and
Constraints; Speaker; "Global Knowledge and The Changing Conditions For Educational Research”

May 26, 2015: Interview with Times Higher Education journalists, London
Phil Baty, Chris Havergal, Ellie Bothwell

May 11, 2015: Aspen Institute Task Force on College Opportunity for High Achievers, Aspen
Panelist: “What is the Value of a College Education”

April 28, 2015: Milken Global Conference, Los Angeles
Panelist/Speaker: Bridging the Graduation Gap for Low-Income Students
Moderator: Goldie Blumenstyk, Senior Writer, Chronicle of Higher Education; Author, "American Higher
Education in Crisis? What Everyone Needs to Know”
Speakers
John Baker, CEO, D2L
Seth Bernstein, President, Pegasus Capital Advisors
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Nicholas Dirks, Chancellor, University of California, Berkeley
Jamillah Moore, Chancellor, Ventura County Community College District
George Weiss, Founder and Chairman, Say Yes to Education; CEO, Weiss Multi-Strategy Advisers LLC

March 26, 2015: America's Two Best Ideas - Public Education and Public Land, Conversations with President
Napolitano & US Secretary of the Interior Sally Jewell; moderator, Michael Krasny

March 9, 2015: KQED Forum interview
https://ww2.kged.org/news/2015/02/10/uc-berkeley-chancellor-nicholas-dirks-discusses-tuition-out-of-

state-students/

February 24, 2105: National Conference on Campus Sexual Assault and Violence, hosted by UC Berkeley
Opening Remarks and President’s Panel:

Participants

Joseph Castro, President - California State University, Fresno

Nicholas B. Dirks, Chancellor - University of California, Berkeley
Michael V. Drake, President - Ohio State University
Carol Folt, Chancellor - University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
Beverly Daniel Tatum, President - Spelman College

February 4, 2015: American Association for the Advancement of Science California meeting series, San Jose
Opening remarks: “Restoring the Foundation: The Vital Role of Research in Preserving the American Dream.”

January 2015 World Economic Forum, Davos

* Interview on Huffington Post Live, http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2015/01/21 /nicholas-dirks-
davos_n_6505608.html

* Introduction of Berkeley IdeasLab: Human vs. artificial intelligence

*  Global University Leaders forum discussion with Eric Schmidt, Google on industry partnerships with
universities.

November 23, 2014: Society for Art & Cultural Heritage of India, and the Asian Art Museum, San Francisco.
Host: special anniversary event, '‘Gandhi and the Political Enlightenment'’; keynote speaker, Prof. Akeel
Bilgrami.

November 21, 2014: Chancellor’s Executive Roundtable (innovation sector leaders); Guest Speaker.
Moderator, Facebook CIO Tim Campos

October 2014: The World Affairs Council, San Francisco
Dialog: “Online Education: Preparing the Labor Force” With Udacity CEO Sebastian Thrun.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DPBd3hZVgf8

uly 1-3,2014: Aspen Institute, Aspen Ideas Festival

* Interview with The Atlantic

*  “Who is College for Anymore: The Future of Public Education”, panelist
(Nicholas Dirks, Carrie Besnette Hauser, Scott Kinney, Scott Ralls, Jim Shelton; Moderator James
Calaway)

*  “Imagining 2024: Will the Humanities be Extinct?”
(Nicholas Dirks, Drew Faust, Christina Paxson)

*  Panel Discussion of film, “Ivory Tower”

March 25, 2014: Inside Higher Ed - Globalization of Higher Education Conference; panelist
* Panel Moderator & Participants
*  Scott Jaschik, moderator (co-founder and editor - Inside Higher Ed)
* President David Leebron, Rice University
* Chancellor Nicholas Dirks, Berkeley
* Dean James Ryan, Harvard Graduate School of Education
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March 12, 2014: Commonwealth Club, SF
Keynote Address: The Utopian Past and Future of the Public University,
http://www.commonwealthclub.org/events/archive/video/uc-berkeley-chancellor-nicholas-dirks

February 4, 2014: Association of American Universities, Washington, DC
Panelist/Speaker: “Academic Freedom in the Chinese Context.”

January 22-25, 2014 World Economic Forum, Davos

* Interview with Huffington Post

* Fox News interview

* Panelist: The New American Dream. How is the changing social fabric of the United States questioning
the American spirit?

January 16, 2014: White House meeting dedicated to launching a plan of action for increasing college
opportunity for low-income and disadvantaged students. The day included remarks from the President, First
Lady, Secretary Duncan, panels, and a lunchtime breakout discussion.

anuary 2014: Interview: “Meet the Chancellor, An open Q&A with Nicholas Dirks,” Berkeley.

December 3, 2013: The R. Lowry Dobson Memorial Lecture presented by the College of Letters and Science,
Berkeley
Lecture: “Scholars and Spies: Worldly Knowledge and the Predicament of the University”

December 2013: Interview, “InFocus: Chancellor Nicholas Dirks.” CalTV Berkeley

November 2013: Speech: “Inauguration: The Tenth Chancellor of the University of California, Berkeley.”
September 2013: Lecture, “South Asian Studies: Pasts and Futures.” Harvard University.

August 15, 2013: Berkeleyside Interview

November 2012: Interview, “In Conversation: Chancellor-designate Nicholas Dirks.” UC Berkeley Public
Affairs

ARTICLES ABOUT NICHOLAS B. DIRKS

Hoffman, Reid. “Nick Dirks' Efforts To Bring Change to UC Berkeley.” LinkedIn, January 2017.
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/nick-dirks-efforts-bring-change-uc-berkeley-reid-hoffman

Kirby, William and Eby, Jocelyn, “Public Mission, Private Funding: The University of California, Berkeley”
Harvard Business School Case Study, December 2016

Upadhyayula, Pavan, “Dirks’ tenure deserves balanced judgment” The Daily Californian, September 2017.
http://www.dailycal.org/2016/09/09/dirks-tenure-deserves-balanced-judgement/

LA Times Editorial Board, “What’s next for Berkeley and UC?” The Los Angeles Times
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/editorials/la-ed-future-uc-20160223-story.html

Hamlin, Jesse. “Nicholas Dirks: Intimate chats in the public spotlight.” SFGate. Hearst Communications, Inc.
September 2014. http://www.sfgate.com/entertainment/article/Nicholas-Dirks-Intimate-chats-in-the-
public-5762857.php

Friedersdorf, Conor. “UC Berkeley's Chancellor on the Career Paths of Elite Collegians.” The Atlantic. July
2014. https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2014/07 /uc-berkeleys-chancellor-on-the-career-
path-of-elite-collegians/373820/

Yoon, Jennie. "Dirks Outlines Goals for First Year at Helm." The Daily Californian. The Independent Berkeley
Student Publishing Co., Inc., August 2013.

Asimov, Nanette. "UC Berkeley Emerges from Recession with Confidence.” SFGate. Hearst Communications,
Inc., August 2013.
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Murphy, Katy. "UC Berkeley's New Chancellor Nicholas Dirks Prepares for His First Semester at Cal.”
InsideBayArea.com. August 2013.

Shuttleworth, Jeff. "New UC Berkeley Chancellor Says School Needs To Rely Less On State, More On Donors."
The San Francisco Appeal. Appeal Media, LLC, August 2013.

Asimov, Nanette. "New UC Chancellor Nicholas Dirks Brings Patient Ear to Job." San Francisco Chronicle, The
Hearst Corporation, July 2013.

Elder, Sean. "Administering Change." California Magazine, Vol.124, No. 2 June 2013: 26-31.
Butchy, Laura. “Master Multitasker." Columbia College Today May/June 2006: 14-17.

ARTICLES - ACADEMIC AND SCHOLARLY

Foreward in, Fringes of Empire: Peoples, Places and Spaces in Colonial India, Agha, Sameetah and Kolsky,
Elizabeth. New York: Oxford University Press, 2009.

“Autobiography of an Archive,” in The Madras School of Orientalism. Ed. Trautmann, Thomas R. New York:
Oxford University Press, 2009.

“Imperial Sovereignty,” in Imperial Formations. Eds. McGranahan, Carole; Perdue, Peter, and Stoler, Ann
Laura. Santa Fe, N.M.: School for Advanced Research Press, 2007.

“Colonial and Postcolonial Histories: Comparative Reflections on the Legacies of Empire,” in Building
Inclusive Societies, Global Background Paper for the Human Development Report. New York: United Nations
Publications, 2004.

“Colonial Amnesia and the Old Regime in the Photographs of Linnaeus Tripe,” in Traces of India: Photography,
Architecture, and the Politics of Representation, 1850-1900. Ed. Pelizzari, Maria Antonella. Montreal:
Canadian Centre for Architecture; New Haven: Yale Center for British Art, 2003.

“Annals of the Archive: Ethnographic Notes on the Sources of History,” in From the Margins: Historical
Anthropology and its Futures. Ed. Axel, Brian. Durham: Duke University Press, 2002.

“The Ethnographic State,” in The State in India: Past and Present. Eds. Kimura, Masaaki, and Tanabe, Akio.
New York: Oxford University Press, 2006.

“Discriminating Difference: The Postcolonial Politics of Caste in India,” in The Construction of Minorities:
Cases for Comparison Across Time and Around the World. Eds. Burguiere, Andre, and Grew, Raymond. Ann
Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2001.

“Postcolonialism and its Discontents: History, Anthropology, and Postcolonial Critique,” in Schools of
Thought: Twenty-five Years of Interpretive Social Science. Eds. Scott, Joan, and Keates, Debra. Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 2001.

“South Asian Studies: Futures Past,” in The Politics of Knowledge: Area Studies and the Disciplines. Ed.
Szanton, David. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 2004.

“The Home and the Nation: Consuming Culture and Politics in Roja,” in Pleasure and the Nation: The History,
Politics and Consumption of Public Culture in India. Eds. Pinney, Christopher, and Dwyer, Rachel. New Delhi:
Oxford University Press, 2001.

“The Sovereignty of History: Culture and Modernity in the Cinema of Satyajit Ray,” in Questions of Modernity.
Ed. Mitchell, Timothy. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2000.

“The Crimes of Colonialism: Anthropology and the Textualization of India,” in Colonial Subjects: Essays on the
Practical History of Anthropology. Eds. Pels, Peter, and Salemink, Oscar. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan
Press, 1999.”

“In Near Ruins,” introductory essay in, In Near Ruins: Cultural Theory at the End of the Century, Minneapolis:
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University of Minnesota Press, 1998.

“The Policing of Tradition: Colonialism and Anthropology in Southern India,” in Comparative Studies in
Society and History. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1997.

“Différence et discrimination. La politique des castes dans I'Inde post-coloniale,” in Annales HSS. Vol. 52, no. 3.
1997.

“The Conversion of Caste,” in Conversion to Modernity (Zones of Religion). Ed. van der Veer, Peter. New York:
Routledge Press, 1995.

“Reading Culture: Anthropology and the Textualization of India,” in Culture/Contexture: Explorations in
Anthropology and Literary Studies. Eds. Daniel, E. Valentine, and Peck, Jeffrey. Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1996.

“Recasting Tamil India: The Politics of Caste and Race in Contemporary Southern India,” in Caste Today. Ed.
Fuller, C.J. New York: Oxford University Press, 1995.

“The Home and the World: The Invention of Modernity in Colonial India,” in Visual Anthropology Review, vol.
9, no. 2, fall 1993, pp. 19-31, revised version in Revisioning History: Film and the construction of a new past.
Ed. Rosenstone, Robert. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1995.

“Glorious Spoliations: Picturesque Beauty, Colonial Knowledge, and Colin Mackenzie’s Survey of India,” in
Perceptions of India’s Visual Pasts. Eds. Asher, Catherine Ella Blanshard, and Metcalf, Thomas R. New York:
Oxford University Press, 1995.

Introduction to Colonialism and Its Forms of Knowledge, Cohn, Bernard S. Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1995.

“Colonial Histories and Native Informants: Biography of an Archive,” in Orientalism and the Postcolonial
Predicament: Perspectives on South Asia. Eds. Breckenridge, Carol and van der Veer, Peter. Philadelphia:
University of Pennsylvania Press, 1993.

“Is Vice Versa? Historical Anthropologies and Anthropological Histories,” in The Historic Turn in the Human
Sciences. Ed. McDonald, Terrence. Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, 1993.

“Castes of Mind,” in Representations. no. 37, winter 1992.

“From Little King to Landlord: Property, Law, and the Gift Under the Madras Permanent Settlement,” in
Comparative Studies in Society and History. vol. 28, no. 2, April 1986. Republished in revised form, “From
Little King to Landlord: Colonial Discourse and Colonial Rule,” in Colonialism and Culture. Ed. Dirks, Nicholas.
Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1992.

“Ritual and Resistance: Subversion As a Social Fact,” in Contesting Power: Resistance and Everyday Social
Relations in South Asia. Eds. Haynes, Douglas and Prakash, Gyan. Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1991;
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1992.

“History as a Sign of the Modern,” in Public Culture. vol. 2, no. 2, spring 1990.
“The Invention of Caste: Civil Society in Colonial India,” in Social Analysis, vol. 29, Autumn 1989.

“The Original Caste: Power, History, and Hierarchy in South Asia,” in Contributions to Indian Sociology, vol.
23,no0. 1, Jan.-June 1989. Also in India Through Hindu Categories. Ed. Marriott, McKim. New Delhi: Sage
Publications, 1990.

“Beyond the Fringe: The Nation State, Colonialism, and the Technologies of Power,” in Journal of Historical
Sociology (with Cohn, Bernard S.). vol. [, no. 2, 1988.

“Terminology and Taxonomy; Discourse and Domination: From Old Regime to Colonial Regime in South
India,” in Studies of South India: An Anthology of Critical Essays on Recent Scholarship. Eds. Frykenberg, R.E.,
and Kolenda, P. Madras: New Era Publications, 1986.

“The Pasts of a Palaiyakarar: The Ethnohistory of a South Indian Little King,” in Journal of Asian Studies, vol.
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41, no. 4, August 1982, pp. 655-683. Reprinted in Temples, Kings, and Peasants: Perceptions of South India’s
Past. Ed. Spencer, George W. Madras: New Era Publications, 1986.

“Indian Socio-Economic Development,” in Pacific Affairs, vol. 53, no. 4, winter 1980-1981.

“The Structure and Meaning of Political Relations in a South Indian Little Kingdom,” in Contributions to Indian
Sociology, vol. 13, no. 2, July-December 1979.

“Political Authority and Structural Change in Early South Indian History,” in The Indian Economic and Social
History Review, vol. 13, no. 2, April-June 1979.

Miscellaneous Reviews on Books and Films in The American Historical Review, The New York Times, The
Journal of Asian Studies, etc.

INVITED SCHOLARLY PAPERS AND CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION (BEFORE BERKELEY)

“Scholars and Spies: Worldly Knowledge and the Predicament of the University,” University Lecture,
Columbia University, February 2012.

“The Rise of South Asian Area Studies: From the OSS to the Challenges of the Twenty-first Century,” lecture,
University of Virginia, November 2011, and Distinguished Lecture at the Mumbai Global Center, Mumbai,
India, March 2012.

“Scholars and Spies: The Emergence of Area Studies in the United States,” lecture, Sciences Po, Paris,
November 2010; Stanford University, January 2011; Free University, Berlin, May 2011, University of
California, Berkeley, April 2013.

“The Liberal Arts and Global Higher Education,” plenary speech, Conference on Global Education, Beijing,
China, October 2010.

“Postcolonial Studies and the Question of Sovereignty,” lecture, Tsinghua University, Beijing, China, June
2010.

“The British Empire in India: Beginnings and Endings,” lecture, University of Illinois, March 2010.
“Ghurye and the Anthropology of Caste,” inaugural G.S. Ghurye Lecture, Mumbai University, January 2010.

“The Historical Politics of Caste Studies,” lecture and seminar, Centre for Political Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, Delhi, India, January 2010.

“Caste after Ambedkar,” keynote lecture, Columbia University conference on the life and work of B.R.
Ambedkar, April 2009.

“Scholars and Spies,” lecture, Mellon conference on disciplinary innovation, Cambridge University, April 2009.

“The Modern University and the Challenge of Global Education,” keynote lecture, Reinventions Conference,
Washington, D.C., November 2008.

“Empire on Trial,” keynote lecture, British Studies Group, Rutgers University, October 2008.
“Franz Boas,” keynote lecture, American Philosophical Society annual meeting, Philadelphia, May 2008.
“On the Passion of Edmund Burke,” lecture, University of Michigan, November 2008.

“The New India: A Colonial History of the Present,” keynote lecture, India Shining conference in Copenhagen,
October 2007.

“Autobiography of an Archive: The Collection of Colin Mackenzie,” lecture, conference, University of Michigan,
May 2007.

“Sovereignty and Nationalism: The Nation out of Empire,” keynote address, International Conference, Keio
University, Kyoto, Japan, March 2007.
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“On Imperial Sovereignty,” lecture, Postcolonialism Seminar, New York University, November 2006.
“Culture and Empire,” lecture, Tata Institute for Fundamental Research, Mumbai, India, December 2005.

“Empire and Sovereignty,” lecture, Conference on Utopias and Dystopias, Utrecht University, Utrecht,
Netherlands, October 2005.

“Burke and Sovereignty,” lecture, Heyman Center for the Humanities, Columbia University, November 2004.
“Imperial Sovereignty,” lecture, Graduate Faculty Seminar, the New School University, September 2004.
“The Ethnographic State: Reflections on Castes of Mind,” keynote lecture, Heidelberg University, July 2004.

Conference organizer, Empire and Terror, Institute for Southern Asian Studies, Columbia University, May
2004.

Lecture, Special Roundtable on Caste and Democracy, University of Delhi, January 2004.
Conference member, Sixth Subaltern Studies Conference, Delhi, India, January 2004.

“Sovereignty and Empire,” paper and conference member, Research Seminar on Empire, School of American
Research, Santa Fe, New Mexico, November 2003.

“The Trial of Warren Hastings,” paper and conference member, Scotland and Empire, University of Aberdeen,
Scotland, September 2003.

“Corruption and Empire,” lecture, International Conference on Empires: Past and Present, University of
Thessaloniki, Volos, Greece, June 2003.

Respondent, Special Panel on the Scholarly Impact and Significance of “Castes of Mind,” Association for Asian
Studies annual meeting, March 2003.

“The Colonial Context of Midnight's Children,” lecture, Columbia University Humanities Festival, March 2003.
“The Scandal of Empire,” lecture, Department of Anthropology, Harvard University, February 2003.

“The Ethnographic State: History, Anthropology, and Empire,” Society for South Asian Studies annual lecture,
the British Academy, November 2002.

“The Scandal of History,” paper, conference, Clio in the Colonies, University of Michigan, October 2002.
“Caste and Colonialism,” lecture, Institute for Southern Asian Studies, Columbia, October 2002.

“The Ethnographic State,” keynote lecture, conference, Knowledge and its Objects in South Asia, Columbia
University, November 2001.

“Caste and Identity in India Today,” plenary address, South Asia annual meetings, University of Wisconsin,
Madison, November 2001.

“Historical Anthropology,” and “The Ethnographic State,” lectures, European University, Florence, Italy, April
2001.

“The Ethnographic State: Indirect Rule and Colonial Difference,” keynote lecture, Conference on Indirect Rule
in Africa and India, Yale University, March 2001.

“Annals of the Archive,” paper, History and the Archive, American Historical Association annual meeting,
January 2001.

“Dreams Chairs Dream,” roundtable, Future of Anthropology, Panel of Anthropology Chairs, American
Anthropological Association annual meeting, November 2000.

“Tribute to Bernard S. Cohn,” paper and co-organizer of panel to commemorate the work of Bernard S. Cohn,
American Anthropological Association annual meeting, November 2000.

“Violence, Religion, Critique: The Examples of B.R. Ambedkar, and E.V. Ramaswamy Naicker,” presented at
Conference on Religion and Violence, University of Amsterdam, May 2000.
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“Gandhi against the Grain,” presented at Wellesley College, February 2000.

“Slouching Towards Ambivalence: History, Anthropology, and Postcolonial Critique,” plenary address,
Conference in the Human Sciences, George Washington University, April 2000; special lecture, University of
Rochester, March 2000; University of lowa, April 2000.

“The Ethnographic State,” presented at International Conference on the State in India, Kyoto University,
December 1999 (published in volume of conference proceedings).

“Ambedkar, Nationalism, and the Problem of Governance,” presented to conference on Governance in South
Asia, sponsored by the Social Science Research Council, Muree, Pakistan, August 1999.

“Historical Anthropology and the Archive,” presented to Department of Anthropology, New York University,
October 1998; for a special seminar on historical anthropology at Emory University, February 1999.

“Homo Politicus: The Politics of Caste,” presented to the Department of Anthropology, City University of New
York, November 1998; the Social Science Seminar, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, February 1999.

“Casting the Minority,” presented to Conference on Minorities, Department of History, Princeton University,
April 1999.

“Anthropology and the Archive,” presented to Department of Anthropology, Princeton University, February
1998.

“The Crisis in Cultural Theory and the Echo of Postcoloniality,” paper, Robert Penn Warren Center for the
Humanities, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, November 1997.

“Subaltern Studies and African History,” discussant at conference, Problematizing History and Agency,
University of Capetown, South Africa, October 1997.

“Annals of the Archive: Ethnographic Notes on the Sources of History,” presented at conference, History After
Braudel, Bellagio, Italy, June 1997; South Asia Lecture Series, Columbia University, September 1997.

“Homo Hierarchicus: Colonial Histories and Postcolonial Politics,” lecture, History Department, Princeton
University, February 1996.

Invited papers at the Center for Studies in Social Science, Calcutta, January 1996; Film Studies Department,
Jadavpur University, January 1996.

Invited lecture in Historical Anthropology, University of California, Santa Cruz, February 1996.

Organizer, discussant, SSRC conference, Violence Against Women in South Asia, Colombo, Sri Lanka, March
1996.

“G.S Ghurye and the Politics of Caste,” lecture, conference, Ethnicity, National-Building, and Pluralism,
University of Bombay, December 1995.

“Film and Politics in India,” paper, conference, Popular Culture and Cultural Studies, International Institute of
Asian Studies, Leiden, Holland, November 1995.

“The Politics of Caste,” paper, conference, Political Violence in India, Amherst, Massachusetts, September
1995.

“Discriminating Difference,” paper, conference, Minorities, Maison de Science de 'Homme, Paris, June 1995.

“The Home and the Nation,” paper, conference, perspectives in Indian popular culture, School for Oriental and
African Studies, the University of London, June 1995.

“Postcolonial Criticism and the Politics of Location,” paper, International Conference on Cultural Analysis,
Amsterdam, July 1995.

“The future of area studies,” discussant, Duke University, March 1995.

“The Home and the Nation,” and “Real to Reel,” papers, University of California, May 1995.
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“The Music Room,” paper, conference, Cinema of Satyajit Ray, University of California at Santa Cruz, May
1994.

“On Ethnographic Translation,” lecture, American Anthropological Association annual meeting, Atlanta,
December 1994.

“The Sovereignty of History: Music Rooms and Chess Players,” paper, conference, Culture of Consumption,
International Institute of Asian Studies, Amsterdam, December 1994.

Invited lecture, conference, Conversion, University of Amsterdam, June 1994.
Invited lecture, conference, Unwriting Empire, Leiden University, April 1994.
Invited lecture, symposium, Orientalism, University of Amsterdam, April 1994.

“Reel to Real: The Cinematics of Tamil Political Culture,” lecture, M.I.T., March 1993; University of
Pennsylvania, March 1994; Columbia, April 1994; Minnesota, April 1994.

Invited Participant, conference, Beyond Orientalism, University of California, Santa Cruz, November 1993.
“The Invention of Modernity in India,” lecture, Tufts University, March 1993.

“Colonial Anthropology and Popular Religion in India,” Cornell University, April 1993.

Invited participant, SSRC conference, Nationalism and Modernity in India, Goa, India, May 1993.

Invited participant, SSRC conference, Comparative Modernities in the Middle East and South Asia, Cairo, May
1993.

Invited participant, conference, Caste Today, London School of Economics, School of Oriental and African
Studies, University of London, July 1993.

“Colonial Anthropology and India,” lecture, Heidelberg University, January 1992; Edinburgh University, April
1992; Johns Hopkins University November 1992; University of Washington, January 1993.

“Beyond the Fringe (II): Hyper-myth and the Cinematics of Tamil Political Culture,” lecture, American
Anthropological Association annual meeting, San Francisco, November 1992.

“Subaltern Intellectuals and Postcolonial Politics: India,” paper, American Anthropological Association annual
meeting, San Francisco, November 1992.

“Home and the World: The Invention of Modernity in Colonial India,” lecture, University of Pennsylvania,
November 1992; University of California, Berkeley, December 1992,

“The Biography of an Archive” presented at conference, Myth, Memory and History, University of Virginia,
April 1992.

Papers delivered at the Ethnology Seminar, Heidelberg University, January 1992; the London School of
Economics, April 1992; the University of Edinburgh, April 1992.

“Myth, Memory, and History in India,” paper, University of Virginia, Charlottesville, April 1992.

“Caste and Race in Tamil India,” presented at the Ethnohistory Workshop, University of Pennsylvania,
November 1991.

“Sanskritization and the transformation of Hinduism,” presented at the American Anthropological Association
annual meeting, Chicago, November 1991.

“Colonialism and European Identity,” panel discussant, American Anthropological Association annual
meeting, Chicago, November 1991.

“The Policing of Tradition,” lecture and seminar, Agrarian Studies Program, Yale University, December 1991.

“The Emergence of Tamil Identities,” presented to the South Asian Seminar, Harvard University, February
1991.
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“Comments on History, Experience, and Anthropology: A paper by Joan Scott,” presented at the Annual
Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, November 1990.

“Castes of Mind,” presented at the Institute for Advanced Study and Harvard University, February 1990;
University of Toronto, October 1990; American Anthropological Association annual meeting, November 1990.

“The Policing of Tradition: Anthropology and the Police in Colonial India,” presented to the Ethnohistory
Workshop, University of Pennsylvania, November 1989; Subaltern Studies Conference, Calcutta, December
1989; Department of Anthropology, University of Chicago, October 1990.

“History as a Sign of the Modern,” presented at the American Anthropological Association annual meeting,
Washington, November 1989.

“Glorious Spoliations: Colin MacKenzie and the Colonial Surveying of India,” presented at a conference on the
uses of the Indian Past, Banaras, India, December 1989.

Invited lecture, Forms of Resistance in South Asia, University of Texas, Austin, January 1989.

“Does Social Theory Need History,” presented at the Social Science History Association, Chicago, November
1988.

“Rituals of Colonialism and the Colonialism of Ritual,” presented at the Association for Asian Studies annual
meeting, San Francisco, March 1988.

Invited lectures on Caste in India at the University of Virginia, Charlottesville, December 1987; University of
Washington, Seattle, March 1988; University of Southern California, April 1988; University of Pennsylvania,
October 1988.

“Ritual and Resistance in South Indian Village Rituals,” at the American Historical Association annual meeting,
December 1987.

“Forms of Inversion in Modern South Asia,” panel discussant, Annual Meetings on South Asia, University of
Wisconsin, Madison, November 1987.

“Ethnography in the Colonial Mirror,” lecture, American Anthropological Association annual meeting, Chicago,
November 1987.

“Beyond the Fringe” and “Castes of Mind,” presented at the Mellon Workshops on Cultural Colonialism,
California Institute of Technology, April-May, 1987.

Comments on the Subaltern Project, University of California, Santa Cruz, April 1987.

“History and Anthropology,” presented at L’Ecole des hautes études en sciences sociales, Paris, November
1986.

“Ethnohistory and the Indian Eighteenth Century,” presented to a special symposium at the School of Oriental
and African Studies, University of London, June 1986.

“Ethnohistory of an Indian Kingdom,” presented at Cambridge University, March 1986; University of
Michigan, March 1986; London School of Economics and Political Science, June 1986; Ecole des Hautes Etudes
en Sciences Sociales, Paris, November 1986; Oxford University, December 1986; University College, London,
December 1986.

“Gifts and Kingship,” presented at the Association for Asian Studies annual meeting, March 1986.

“Marriage and Rank in Tamil Kinship,” presented to the Annual Conference on South Asia, University of
Wisconsin, November 1985.

Discussant on the position of culture in Indian historiography, workshop on the Indian Eighteenth Century,
Warwick University, Coventry, August 1985.

“Caste and Kingship: Power, Hierarchy and Social Relations in a Tamil Little Kingdom,” presented at the
Association for Asian Studies annual meeting, March 1985.

Revised 7/14/2017



CHANCELLOR NICHOLAS B. DIRKS | CURRICULUM VITAE 17

“Commodity Fetishism and Political Form: Money and the Old Regime in South India,” presented to Annual
Conference on South Asia, University of Wisconsin, November 1984.

“Power, Territory, and Hierarchy: The Kallars of Pudukkottai,” presented to Workshop on Ethnosociology of
South Asia at Madison, Wisconsin, November 1984.

“Orthodoxy in the Chinese Tradition and in China Today,” discussant, Southern California Colloquium in
Chinese Studies, Anthropological Perspectives in Chinese History, California Institute of Technology, March
1984.

“Ritual Kingship and Civilization: The Political Dynamic of Cultural Change in Medieval South Indian History,”
presented to conference, The Historical Experience of Change and Patterns of Reconstruction in Selected
Axial Age Civilizations, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, December 1983-January 1984.

“Lineages and Subcastes in a Tamil Little Kingdom: Ethnosociology in a Historical Dimension,” presented to
American Anthropological Association annual meeting, Chicago, November 1983.

“Gifts and Kingship,” presented to the 12th Annual Conference on South Asia, University of Wisconsin-
Madison, November 1983.

“Culture and Comparison in South Asian History,” presented to Workshop on Modern South Asian History,
University of California at Santa Cruz, June 1983.

“The Structure of Social and Political Relations in a South Indian Little Kingdom,” presented to South Asian
Anthropologist’s group meeting, London School of Economics, May 1983.

“The Origins of Local Administration in Ancient China,” discussant, workshop on the political economy of pre-
industrial society, Caltech-Weingart Conference, May 1983.

“Land as Political Relation in the Little Kingdoms of Southern India,” presented to Annual Meeting of the
Association of Asian Studies, Toronto, March 1981.

“The Moral Economy of a Little Kingdom in South India,” presented to South Asia Colloquium on Regional
States in South Asia, University of Washington, Seattle, February 1981.

“Topics in Indian Social and Economic History,” paper, Western Conference of the Association for Asian
Studies, Salt Lake City, autumn 1980.

“Peasant Rebellion in South India,” presented to Western Conference of the Association for Asian Studies, Salt
Lake City, autumn 1980.

“Myth and History in Southern India,” presented to Anthropology Colloquium, State University of New York,
Stonybrook, May 1980.

“Indian Socio-Economic Development: Theoretical Surprises and Practical Lessons,” paper, Association for
Asian Studies annual meeting, Washington D.C., March 1980.

“Becoming a King in South India,” presented to special seminar on Kingship in Asia at the University of
Chicago, January 1980.

“State Ceremonial in Late Imperial China,” paper, Association for Asian Studies annual meeting, Los Angeles,
April 1979.

“The Ritual State in Medieval South India,” Anthropology, University of Southern California, February 1979.

SCHOLASTIC AWARDS, HONORS AND FELLOWSHIPS
Honorary Ph.D., SRM University, 2017

Honorary Ph.D., Tsinghua University, 2014

Honorary Professorship, Peking University, 2014
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Fellow, American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 2014.
Senior Fellow, Council on Foreign Relations, 2005.

0ld Dominion Fellow, The Humanities Council and the Department of History, Princeton University, Spring
2005.

Lionel Trilling Award for Best Book (Castes of Mind), 2002.

Franz Boas Professor, Columbia University, 2000-2012.

Mellon Foundation, Sawyer Seminar Convener, 1999-2002 (Columbia).

Senior Fellow, Michigan Society of Fellows, 1995-1997.

Invited Member, Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, Stanford, CA.

Mellon Foundation, Sawyer Seminar Co-Convener, 1996-1997 (Michigan).

Julia Lockwood Certain Award, University of Michigan, 1995.

University of Michigan Faculty Recognition Award, 1994.

MIS grant for travel research in India, summer 1993.

AIIS short term grant, travel and research in India, summer 1991.

Guggenheim Fellow, 1989-1991.

John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Residential Fellow at the Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, 1989-
1990.

AIIS short term grant, travel and research in India, summer 1989.

NEH Summer Stipend, 1985.

Social Science Research Council Postdoctoral Grant, 1985-1986.

American Institute of Indian Studies, Smithsonian Institution, Senior Research Fellow, 1980.
Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad Fellow, 1975-1976.

Doctoral Dissertation Grant from Social Science Research Council and the American Council of Learned
Societies, 1975-1977.

American Institute of Indian Studies Summer Language Fellow, 1974.

Kent Fellow, The Danforth Foundation, 1974-1978.

NDEA Title VI, 1972-1973, 1973-1974.

Honors in Social Studies, Wesleyan University.

Cum Laude in General Scholarship, Wesleyan University.

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

Visiting Committee, Asian Studies, Harvard University, spring 2004.

Visiting Committee, Department of Anthropology, Harvard University, spring 2004.
Visiting Committee, Department of History, Princeton University, 2003-2008.

Co-Principal Investigator, National Science Foundation Grant for new Digital Technologies and Learning
Anthropology, developed with the Joint Information Systems Committee and the Department of Anthropology
at the London School of Economics and Political Science.
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Member of Review Committee, Department of Anthropology, University of Southern California, November
2002.

Special Consultant for the Development of South Asian Studies, University of California, Los Angeles, May
2001.

Member of Review Committee, Program in Asian Studies, State University of New York at Stony Brook, April
and September 1998.

Member of Review Committee, Department of History, University of California, Los Angeles, February 1998.
Member, South Asia Regional Area Committee, Social Science Research Council, 1997-1999.
Editor-in-Chief, Comparative Studies in Society and History, July 1996-1997.

Treasurer, Society for Cultural Anthropology, 1995-1996.

Senior Fellow, Michigan Society of Fellows, 1995-1999.

Honorary Associate, Center for the Comparative Study of Religion and Society, University of Amsterdam,
1994-2013.

Organizer of Conference on Culture, sponsored by Program in Comparative Study of Social Transformations,
University of Michigan, October 1993.

Core member, Midwest Consortium, Center for Psychosocial Studies Chicago.
Member, Joint Committee on South Asia, Social Science Research Council, 1993-1996.

Co-organizer of Conference on “Nationalizing the Past,” sponsored by the Social Science Research Council,
Goa, India, May 1993.

Co-editor of Series on Culture/Power/History with Princeton University Press, 1989-2000.

Manuscript Reviews for University of Pennsylvania Press, University of Minnesota Press, Cornell University
Press, Princeton University Press, Cambridge University Press, University of Chicago Press, University of
California Press, University of Michigan Press, Routledge and Kegan Paul.

Editor of volume and organizer of conference on colonialism for Comparative Studies in Society and History.

Organizer of Mellon Workshops on culture and colonialism, California Institute of Technology, April-May
1987.

Co-organizer of Workshop on the Social History and Relations of Money, Annual South Asia Meetings,
University of Wisconsin, Madison, November 1984.

Co-organizer of Workshop on Modern South Asian History, University of California at Santa Cruz, June 3-5,
1983.

Organizer of Panel: “Ethnohistorical Landscapes: Concepts of Land in Southern India,” Association for Asian
Studies, spring 1981.

Consultant on A.LD. sponsored project, coordinated by Professor Jeffrey Nugent, University of Southern
California, “Old-Age Pensions and Human Fertility in Rural Areas of Developing Countries (Guatemala, India,
Malaysia),” spring 1980.

Editorial Board, Interventions, Comparative Studies in Society and History, Contributions to Indian Sociology.
Member, Advisory Council, Satyajit Ray Film and Study Collection, University of California, Santa Cruz.
Member of the Board of Trustees, American Institute of Indian Studies.

Book Review Editor, Comparative Studies in Society and History.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGES

Tamil, French

UNIVERSITY SERVICE (Michigan)

Director, Advanced Study Center of the International Institute, 1995-1997.
Director, Center for South and Southeast Asian Studies, 1992-1995.

Member of Executive Committee, the Program in Film & Video Studies, 1994-1996.

Co-Founder and Permanent Member of Directorial Board, The Interdepartmental Program in History and
Anthropology, The University of Michigan.

Member, Search Committee and Director, Film and Video Studies Program, 1993-1994.

Member, Search Committee for Political Science Department, 1992-93.

Member, Divisional Board for Social Sciences and Education, 1991-1993.

Member, Review Committee for Institute for the Humanities, 1991.

Member of Executive Committee, History Department, 1990-1993.

Member of Latino-Studies Evaluation Committee, 1988-1989.

Chair of Publications Committee, Center for South and Southeast Asian Studies, September 1987-1992.
Member of Graduate Admissions and Fellowship Committee, History Department, 1987-1988.
Member of Comparative Studies Committee, History Department, 1987-2012.

Member of Steering Committee, Program in the Comparative Study of Social Transformations, September
1987-2012.

Member of Media Services Committee, 1987-1988.

University Senate Member, 1988-1991.

Member of Review Committee, Anthropology Department, 1987-1988.
Member of Promotion Committee, Anthropology, 1988-1989.

Member of Mitchell Teaching Award Committee.

Chair of Senior Search Committee, Anthropology, 1988-1989.

UNIVERSITY SERVICE (Columbia)

Executive Vice President and Dean of the Faculty, Arts and Sciences, 2009-2012.

Vice President and Dean of the Faculty, Arts and Sciences, 2004-2012.

Trustee, Board of Trustees, Columbia University Press. 2003-2012.

Member, Executive Committee for Institute for Southern Asian Studies.

Chair, Review Committees, Department of History, 2003-2004.

Member, Executive Committee for the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, 2003-2004.
Member, Presidential Task Force on Globalization, 2003-2004.

Chair, Columbia University Press Board, 2003-2005.

Member, Columbia University Press Board, 2001.
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Member, Columbia University Press Director Search Committee, 2003.
Traveler’s Fellowship Committee, GSAS.

Member, Presidential Task Force for Planning, Columbia University, 2003-2012.
Member, Academic Review Committee, 2001-2004.

Chair, Heyman Center Review Committee, 2003.

Chair, Department of Anthropology, 1996-2003.

Member, Provost’s Committee on Libraries and Information Services, 1997-2003.
Convener, Mellon Seminar on the Production of History. 1999-00; 2002-2003.
Ad Hoc Reviews, etc.

Advisory Committee, History Department, 1998-1999.

Personnel Committee, History Department, 1999-00; 2001-2004.

Area Chair, World Group, History Department, 1999-00; 2001-2004.

Member, Search Committee for Senior European Historians, 2001-2012.

Member, Curriculum Reform Committee, History Department, 2002.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Twitter: https://twitter.com/nickdirks
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/pub/nicholas-b-dirks/a6/499/29
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