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B O O K S   

 
History and the Secular, edited volume with Lorenz Trein and Robert Yelle, under review, De Gruyter.  
 
On the Altar: A History of Sacrifice from the Sacred to the Secular (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
2026).  
   Reviewed in: Wall Street Journal, History Extra. 
 
Invisible Hands: Self-Organization and the Eighteenth Century, coauthor, Dror Wahrman, (University of 
Chicago Press, 2015; paperback, 2022).  
 
The Enlightenment Bible: Translation, Scholarship, Culture (Princeton University Press, 2005).  

https://www.wsj.com/arts-culture/books/on-the-altar-review-sacrifice-across-the-centuries-a28aeb8e?st=QDTcgc&reflink=desktopwebshare_permalink
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Winner of the 2005 George L. Mosse Prize from the American Historical Association.  
Choice Outstanding Academic Title for 2005.   

 
R E S E A R C H  A R T I C L E S  

 
“Religion and the Divine: The Encyclopedia’s God” in The Cultural History of Ideas (Bloomsbury Press 
2023).   
 
“Beyond Secularized Eschatology: Introductory Remarks,” co-authored with co-editors Henning Trüper and 
Mario Wimmer, History’s Religion: A Forum (64K words), Modern Intellectual History, published online 
August 2021, 1-9.  
 
“In The Christian Archives: Sacrifice, the Higher Criticism, and the History of Religion,” History’s Religion: 
A Forum, Modern Intellectual History, published online, August 2021, 1-19.  
 
“The Form of a Flower,” Physicotheology: Religion and Science in Europe, 1650-1750 ed. Ann Blair and 
Kaspar von Greyerz (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2020). 
 
“Der Stil der Spinozismus: Üeber ein offenes Geheimnis in der Moderne,” Zeitschrift für Ideengeschichte 
14.3 (Fall 2020): 53-66. 
 
“Comparison and Christianity: Sacrifice in the Age of the Encyclopedia,” in Regimes of Comparatism: 
Frameworks of Comparison in History, Religion, and Anthropology ed. Renauld Gagné et al (Leiden: Brill, 
2018).  
 
“The Sacrificing King: Ancients, Moderns, and the Politics of Religion,” in For the Sake of Learning: Essays 
in Honor of Anthony Grafton, ed. Ann Blair and Anja-Silvia Goering (Leiden: Brill, 2016).  
 
“Suffering Job: Christianity Beyond Metaphysics,” in God in the Enlightenment, ed. William Bulman and 
Robert G. Ingram (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2016).  
 
“Thomas Hobbes, DD: Theology, Orthodoxy, and History,” Journal of Modern History 88 (June 2016): 249-
274. 
 
“Assenting to the Law: Sacrifice and Punishment at the Dawn of Secularism,” in After Secular Law, 
ed.Winnifred Sullivan, et al. (Stanford University Press, 2011).  
 
“Paganism,” entry (4000 wds.), The Classical Tradition (Harvard University Press, 2010).  
 
“When Was Disenchantment? History and the Secular Age,” Varieties of Secularism in a Secular Age, ed. 
Craig Calhoun, Michael Warner, and Jonathan Van Antwerpen (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 
2010), 217-242. 
 
“When is a Sacrifice Not a Sacrifice?” in Walter Schweidler, ed., Opfer in Leben und Tod (Akademia 
Verlag, 2009), 83-101.  
 
“Sacrifice Before the Secular,” Representations 105 (Winter 2008): 12-36.  

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/modern-intellectual-history/article/abs/beyond-secularized-eschatology-introductory-remarks/F29FA22ACAF5C5DE61C0826234E65C79
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/modern-intellectual-history/article/in-the-christian-archives-sacrifice-the-higher-criticism-and-the-history-of-religion/8CA8383CFB9F4114C25235B9544A15BC
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 “Temple and Tabernacle: The Place of Religion in Early Modern Europe,” in Pamela Smith and Benjamin 
Schmidt, ed., The Making of Knowledge in Early Modern Europe: Practices, Objects, and Texts, 1400-1800 
(University of Chicago Press, 2008), 248-272. 
 
“The Poetics and Politics of Theodicy,” Prooftexts: A Journal of Jewish Literary History 27.2 (Spring 2007): 
211-32. 
 
“Thinking About Idols in Early Modern Europe,” special volume introduction for Journal of the History of 
Ideas 67 (October 2006): 561-69.  
 
“The Altars of the Idols: Religion, Sacrifice, and the Early Modern Polity,” Journal of the History of Ideas 
67 (October 2006): 648-74. 
 
“Sacred and Profane: Idolatry, Antiquarianism, and the Polemics of Distinction in the Seventeenth Century,” 
Past and Present 192 (August 2006): 37-66. 
 
“The Stamp of Time Elapsed: Anthropology and the Flood in the Seventeenth Century,” Sintflut und 
Gedächtnis, ed. Martin Mulsow and Jan Assmann (Munich: Wilhelm Fink Verlag, 2006), 321-336.  
 
“Enlightenment, Religion, and the Enigma of Secularization,” American Historical Review 108.4 (October 
2003): 1061-1080. 
 
“From Philology to Fossils: The Biblical Encyclopedia in Early Modern Europe,” Journal of the History of 
Ideas 64 (January 2003): 41-60. 
 
“Enlightenment Details: Natural History, Theology and the Letter h,” Representations 61  
(Winter 1998): 29-56.  
 

Reprinted in: The Enlightenment: Critical Concepts in Historical Studies, ed. Ryan Hanley & Darrin 
McMahon (Routledge, 2009).  

 
“The Remains of History,” Qui Parle 8 (Spring 1995): 63-90. 
 

 
S H O R T - F O R M  W R I T I N G  

 
Review of The Hidden Origins of the German Enlightenment, in Journal of Modern History 97 (December 
2025).  
 
“Teaching Calvin in California,” New York Times (September 2016).   

 
Reprinted in Question Everything: A Stone Reader, ed. Peter Catapano and Simon Crichtley (Liveright, 
2022) 

 
“Why We Should Teach Theology in the Public University,” Religion Dispatches (May 2016).  
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/12/opinion/teaching-calvin-in-california.html?_r=0
http://religiondispatches.org/why-we-should-teach-theology-in-the-public-university/
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Forward to Amos Funkenstein, Theology and the Scientific Imagination from the Middle Ages to the 
Seventeenth Century, (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2018).  
 
Review of A Secular Age Beyond the West: Religion, Law, and the State in Asia, the Middle East, and North 
Africa, ed. Mirjam Künkler et al., in Trajectories 30 (Winter/Spring 2019).  
 
Review of Alexander Bevilacqua, The Republic of Arabic Letters, in English Historical Review (June 2020).  
 
Review of James Turner, Philology: The Forgotten Origins of the Modern Humanities, in Intellectual 
History Review (2016)  
 
Review of Avi Lifschitz, Language and Enlightenment: The Berlin Debates of the Eighteenth Century, in 
Journal of Modern History 87.2 (June 2015).  
  
“Christianity, As It Were,” review of Gil Anidjar, Blood: A Critique of Christianity, for Marginalia: Los 
Angeles Review of Books (March 2015).   
 
Review of Lynn Hunt, Margaret Jacob, and Wijnand Mijnhardt, eds., Bernard Picart and the First Global 
Vision of Religion; Lynn Hunt, Margaret C. Jacob, and Wijnand Mijnhardt, The Book That Changed Europe: 
Picart and Bernard's Religious Ceremonies of the World, in Journal of Modern History 83.4 (December 
2011).  
 
Review of Tuska Benes, In Babel's Shadow: Language, Philology, and the Nation in Nineteenth-Century 
Germany in Journal of Modern History 82.3 (September 2010).  
 
“The Game is the Stake,” review of Robert Wright, The Evolution of God, at the Cato Institute Blog “Cato 
Institute Unbound,” June 2009.  
 
“We Are All Christians Now,” review of Nicholas Woltersdorff, Justice: Rights and Wrongs at the SSRC 
Blog “The Immanent Frame,” March 2009 
 
“Framing the Middle,” review of Charles Taylor’s A Secular Age, at the SSRC Blog “The Immanent Frame,” 
January 2008.  
 

I N T E R V I E W S  A N D  P O D C A S T S  
 
“Jonathan Sheehan on Sacrifice and the Secular,” Humanities Last Chance, June 2025. 
 
“Christianity Abolished Sacrifice—So Why Did It Keep It?” Bible and Archaeology, January 2026.  
 
“On the Altar,” Of this World, A Podcast on Religion and Politics, Commonweal Magazine, March 2026.  
 

 
F E L L O W S H I P S ,  G R A N T S ,  A N D  H O N O R S  

 
Fritz Thyssen Stiftung, $20K grant for “History and the Secular,” Ludwig-Maximilian Universität, Munich, 
2024.  
 

https://humanitieslastchance.org/article/jonathan-sheehan-on-sacrifice-and-the-secular
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/christianity-abolished-sacrifice-so-why-did-it-keep-it/id1753393688?i=1000746055062
https://www.commonwealmagazine.org/podcast/world-altar


Jonathan Sheehan—5 

 

Institute for Advanced Study, School of Historical Studies, Princeton NJ, 2020-2021.  
 
 Henry R. Luce Foundation, principal investigator for “Democracy and Theology,” a 3 year initiative at the 
Berkeley Center for the Study of Religion, 2020-23, $500,000.  
 
University of Bayreuth International Senior Fellowship, 3 year collaborative project on “Cultural Encounters 
and Transcultural Processes,” 2017-2020.  
 
Peder Sather Center, UC Berkeley, two grants for cooperative projects on religion with the University of 
Oslo, Norway. 2016-17, $45K. 
 
Henry R. Luce Foundation, principal investigator and grant-writer for the “Berkeley Public Theology 
Project,” a 3 year initiative at the Berkeley Center for the Study of Religion, 2016-2019, $1 million.  
 
Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin, Residential Fellow, Fall 2015-Summer 2016.  
 
European Union Institutes for Advanced Study (EURIAS) Fellow, Fall 2015-Summer 2016 
 
Townsend Center for the Humanities, Senior Faculty Fellow, 2014-15.  
 
Frederick Burkhardt Fellowship for Recently Tenured Faculty, American Council of Learned Societies, 
Summer 2011-Summer 2012. 
 
Townsend Center for the Humanities, Faculty Seminars, Fall 2010; Spring 2013.  

Social Science Research Council. Research director and academic developer for “After Secularization,” 
SSRC Dissertation Proposal Development Fellowship program, May-September 2010.  
 
National Endowment for the Humanities. Two-year Collaborative Research Grant ($100,000) to write 
Invisible Hands with co-author Dror Wahrman. Fall 2008-Fall 2009.  
 
History News Network, Top Young Historian, 2006.  

Herzog August Bibliothek, Wolfenbüttel, Germany. Research fellowship, Summer 2006. 
 
Central European University, invited faculty participant in “Bookish Traditions: Authority and the Book in 
Scripturalist Religions,” summer 2005.  
 
President’s Arts and Humanities Initiative Indiana University fellowship, Spring 2004. 
 
Outstanding Junior Faculty Award. Indiana University. Fall 2003.  

Summer Faculty Fellowship. RUGS. Indiana University. Summer 2004.  

Travel Grant. West European Studies, Indiana University. Fall 2003.  

Center for the Study of Religion. Princeton University fellowship. Fall 2002-Spring 2003 
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Summer Faculty Fellowship. COAS. Indiana University. Summer 2001, 2002. 

Andrew Mellon Postdoctoral Fellowship. UCLA Humanities Consortium thematic fellowship on the topic 
“The Sacred and the Profane.” Fall 1999-Spring 2000.  
 
Charlotte Newcombe Fellowship for Religion and Ethics. Woodrow Wilson Foundation. Fall 1998-Spring 
1999. 
 
William Andrews Clark Library. Predoctoral Research Grant. Summer 1998. 
 
Doreen B. Townsend Center for the Humanities, UC Berkeley. Dissertation Fellowship. Fall 1997-Spring 
1998. 
 
Mabel Mcleod Lewis Fellowship. Dissertation Fellowship. Fall 1997-Spring 1998. 
 
DAAD. Annual Research Fellowship. Fall 1996-Spring 1997. 
 
Hans Rosenberg Fund. Grant for the Study of Greek. Summer 1996. 
 
Andrew Mellon Research Grant. Summer 1995. 
 
Center for German and European Studies. Research Grant. Summer 1995. 
 
Koret Chair for Jewish History. Scholarship. Spring 1995. 

 
L E C T U R E S  A N D  T A L K S  S I N C E  2 0 0 8  

 
“Law and Sacrifice: Notes Toward a History,” Center for Law, History, and Culture, USC Gould School of 
Law, April 2026.  
 
“On the Altar: A History of Sacrifice from the Sacred to the Secular,” book talk, Hamilton School at the 
University of Florida, February 2026.  
 
“Polycarp’s Bones: Proving the Martyrs of the Sixteenth Century,” Early Modern History Workshop, 
Stanford University, February 2026.  
 
“Teaching Interdisciplinary Humanities and Loving It,” American Historical Association, January 2026. 
 
“The Enlightenment: Secular Experiments in the Sacrificial Imagination,” Yale Global and International 
History Seminar, October 2024.  
 
“Sacrifice, Civil Religion, and the Heteronomy of the Secular,” Ludwig-Maximilian University, Munich, 
June 2024. 
 
“What is Secularity?,” Folger Institute, September 2023.  
 
“Christus-Rex: Sacrifice, Sovereignty, and the Secular in the Seventeenth Century,” Northwestern 
University, May 2022.  
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“Sacrifice After Socinus: Christians, Jews, and the. Anthropology of Atonement, 1594–1685,” 
Forschungskolloquium zur Europäische Geschichte der frühen Neuzeit, Humboldt University, Berlin, 
December 2021.  
 
“Gods of Paste: Sacrifice and the Anthropology of Error,” Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, 
November 2020; Encounter, Religion, and the Early Modern European Global Expansion, UCSD, February 
2022.   
 
“Closed Systems, Open Systems: The Organization of Enlightenment,” New Perspectives on Evolution, 
Washington and Lee University, November 2019.  
 
“Sovereignty, Sacral Kingship, Sacrifice,” John F. Scarpa Conference on Law and Religion, Villanova Law 
School, September 2019.   
 
“Sacrifice, Citizenship, and Civil Religion in the Age of Revolutions,” University of Bayreuth, June 2019.  
 
“How Christian is Christianity?” Berkeley Institute, May 2019.  
 
“The Future of Liberal Democracy,” The Brilliance of Berkeley, Santa Monica, CA, March 2019.  
 
“Did Descartes Want Us to Read the Meditations?,” Why Read Descartes Meditations?, UC Berkeley, March 
2019.  
 
“The Price of Loyalty: Sacrifice, Citizenship, Democracy,” American Historical Association, January 2019.  
 
“Religion, Free Speech, and the Limits of Tolerance,” Cosmopolitan Club, New York City, October 2018. 
 
“God in the Encyclopedia: Reflections on Media and Theology,” Agents of Cultural Change: Jewish and 
Other Responses to Modernity, ca.  1750-1900, German Historical Institute, Washington DC, October 2018. 
 
“Future Perfect: The Experience of Rationality in the Eighteenth Century,” The Discovery of the Future 
and the Making of the Modern Economy, 1600s-1800s, Sächsische Akademie der Wissenschaften, Leipzig, 
June 2018.  
 
“The Organization of Enlightenment: Between Closed and Open Systems,” Der Geburt der Moderne aus 
dem Geist der Religion, Berlin, May 2018.  
 
“God in the Encyclopedia,” Theology and Its Publics, Berkeley, March 2018.  
 
“Blood Sacrifice: Theology and the History of Civil Religion,” invited keynote speaker, Religion in Early 
America, St. Louis, March 2018.  
 
“The Reformation Is Not Done with Us,” Why Read the 95 Theses? Berkeley, October 2017. 
 
“After Theology: An Intellectual Legacy of the Reformation,” keynote lecture, Remembering the 
Reformation: Local and Global Contexts, UC San Diego, October 2017.  
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“How Religion Got a History: Sacrifice and the Higher Criticism,” History’s Religion Revisited, Helsinki 
Institute for Advanced Study, October 2017.  
 
“The Form of a Flower: Teleology and Immanence after 1750,” Physico-Theology in England and Europe, 
Wolfenbüttel, June 2017.  
  
“Comparison and Christianity: Sacrifice in the Age of the Encyclopedia,” Yale University, January 2017; 
University of Bayreuth, June 2017.  
 
“Denomination, Nation, Pluralism,” Society for US Intellectual History, Stanford University, October 2016.  
 
“Wellhausen and Sacrifice: A Deep History,” History of the Humanities Conference, Johns Hopkins 
University, October 2016.  
 
“Luther ante portas: 500 Jahre Reformation,” evening lecture for Berlin public, Wissenschaftskolleg zu 
Berlin, June 2016.  
  
“Unholy Scripture: Reflections from an Age of Faith,” keynote speaker, Heilige Texte, Zentrum für 
Literaturforschung, Berlin, June 2016; Berkeley History Department, September 2016.   
 
Seminar on Invisible Hands: Self-Organization and the Eighteenth Century, University of Göttingen, June 
2016.  
 
“The Martyr and the Heretic: The Suspicious Christianity of the Sixteenth Century,” Wissenschaftskolleg zu 
Berlin, January 2016; Max Planck Institute for Human Development, April 2016; University of Helsinki, 
April 2016; University of Bayreuth, May 2016.  
 
“Sacrifice and Sacrifices,” seminar at the Mandel School for Advanced Study in the Humanities, Hebrew 
University, Jerusalem, November 2015.  
 
“Type as Translation: The Sacrifices of the Reformation,” Translation, Migration, Conversion: New 
Directions in Jewish Bible Translation and Beyond, Graduate Theological Union, March 2015.  
 
“Jesus and the Cretan Zeus: The Comparative Project of Christian Apologetics,” Mellon Sawyer Seminar, 
CRASSH, Cambridge, UK, December 2014 
 
“In tenebris lux: Public Secrets and Enlightenment,” Let There Be Enlightenment: The Religious and 
Mystical Sources of Rationality, Stanford, May 2014; Literature and the Public Sphere, Freie Universität 
Berlin, November 2015.   
 
“On Bad Faith,” Theorizing Religion in Early Modern Europe, Harvard University, March 2014; The 
Problem of Belief in Medieval and Early Modern Europe, University of California, Berkeley, April 2013.  
 
“No Comment,” Religious Studies 50 Years After Schempp: History, Institution, Theory, Indiana University, 
Bloomington, September 2013.  
 
"The Sacrificing King: Between Theology and Law in Early Modern Europe," The Jacob Talmon Lecture, 
Hebrew University, Jerusalem, May 2013; History of Political Ideas Seminar, Institute for Historical 
Research, University of London, March 2014.  
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“What is Christianity? A History of a Heterodox Tradition,” Phi Alpha Theta Lecture, UC Berkeley, April 
2013. 
 
“The Heterodoxies of the Christian Archive,” Hebrew University, Jerusalem, 2015; University of Edinburgh, 
March 2014; UC Berkeley, April 2013; University of Notre Dame March 2013; Columbia University, 
October 2012. 
 
“Job and the Disorder of Things,” Ohio University, October 2012; Princeton University, October 2012.  
 
“Scripture against Christianity?”, University of Utrecht, September 2012. 
 
“Martyrs and Other Heretics: How the Reformation Opened the Christian Archives and What It Found 
There,” Folger Shakespeare Library, May 2012.  
 
“Sacrilege and Sacrifice: Early Modern Reflections on Death, Publicity, and the Sacred,” American 
Historical Association, January 2011.  
 
“Was Hobbes a Theologian?” Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study, December 2010.  
 
“Theology and the Form of Polemic,” invited lecture at University of Bayreuth, Germany, May 2010; Gotha 
Research Center, University of Erfurt, Germany, May 2010. 
 
“Phenomenal Life,” seminar at Rutgers University, April 2010; Forms of Life in the Eighteenth-Century, 
Bloomington, May 2010.  
 
“The Practices of Theology,” History of Religions Seminar, San Francisco Theological Seminary, March 
2010.  
 
“The Secular Bible and the Gnome of Theology,” keynote address, The Bible and Secularism, Center for 
Advanced Judaic Studies, University of Pennsylvania, December 2009.  
 
“Theology and the Form of Polemic,” Theologies of Media in Early Modern Europe and Beyond, William 
Andrews Clark Library, UCLA, December 2009.  
 
“Assenting to Law: Sacrifice and Punishment at the Dawn of Secularism,” Law and Religion: Redescribing 
the Sacred/Secular Divide II, SUNY Buffalo Law School, April 2009; Berkeley Program in Eurasian and 
East European Studies Religion and Ideology Seminar, May 2009.   
 
“Enlightenment and the Disorder of Things,” Humanities Center, Johns Hopkins University, April 2009.  
 
Workshop presenter/participant, From Exemplarity to Probability: Early Modernity in a New Light, 
Voksenåsen Conference Center, Oslo, Norway, October 2008.  
 
“Probability and Providence,” Science and Religion: New Approaches, Stanford University, November 2009; 
Research Group on Religion and Modernity, University of Oslo, Norway, October 2008.  
 
“What is the Purpose of a Plant?” The Function and Fate of Teleology in the Enlightenment, Columbia 
University, October 2008.  
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“Sacrifice, Law, and Embodiment,” Sacrifice Between Life and Death, Herman and Marianne Straniak 
Foundation International Symposium, Weingarten, Germany, September 2008. 
 
“Sacrifice and Secular Law,” Law and Religion: Redescribing the Sacred/Secular Divide, SUNY Buffalo 
Law School, March 2008.  
 
 

P U B L I C  E V E N T S  
 

“The Hebrew Bible,” roundtable celebration of Robert Alter and his new Bible translation, Magnes Museum, 
Berkeley. February 2019.  
 
“St John Passion,” Passion and Persecution: A Community Event, San Francisco Bach Choir, April 2018.  
 
“Bach Cantata 82,” Life and Death Potluck, Berkeley, December 2017.  
 
“Who is Our Neighbor?” host, moderator, speaker at Cal Interfaith Council, November 2017.  
 
Panel discussion after the performance of the play Head of Passes, Berkeley Repertory Theater, May 2015. 
 
“The Ortelius Leaf,” exhibition talk at the Magnes Collection of Jewish Art and Life, Berkeley CA, 
November 2014. 
 
Panel discussion with the novelist Marilynne Robinson about religion and her novels, Berkeley Avenali 
Lectures, November 2014.  
 
 

C O N F E R E N C E  C O M M E N T S   
 
Normative and Descriptive Modes of Inquiry: Can They Relate?, American Academy of Religion, November 
2025.  
 
A Secular Age Beyond the West, (Mirjam Künkler, ed.), Social Science History Association, November 
2018.  
 
Relativity and Devotion, Text and Context: New Frontiers of Jewish Literacy, Center for Jewish History, 
New York City, October 2018. 
 
Law and Humanities Junior Scholars Workshop, Stanford University, June 2018.  
 
Digitizing the Grand Tour, Stanford University, September 2017.  
 
Futures of Intellectual History 2, University of California, Berkeley, October 2016. 
 
Politics, Nature, and the Imagination in the Work of Frances Bacon, UC Berkeley, March 2014.  
 
Dimensions of Spirit, San Francisco Theological Seminar, February 2014.  
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Mystery Unveiled (Paul Lim), American Society for Church History, January 2013. 
 
Are We Alone Wise? (Susan Schreiner), American Society for Church History, January 2011. 
 
Early Modern-Post Modern, UC Berkeley, March 2009.  
 
Religion and Empire in the Early Modern Atlantic, University of Michigan, September 2007. 
 
 “Rethinking the Nineteenth Century: The ‘Sattelzeit’ in German, Habsburg, and World History,” German 
Studies Association, October 2006 
 
The German Invention of Race, Harvard University May 2001.  
 

S E M I N A R  A N D  C O N F E R E N C E  O R G A N I Z A T I O N  
 
Berkeley Workshop on the Enlightenment 5, UC Berkeley, October 18-19, 2024.  
 
Co-Organizer, History and the Secular, Ludwig-Maximilian Universität, Munich, 2024. 
 
Co-Organizer, Public Scholarship on Religion II, UC Berkeley, May 2022.  
 
Co-Organizer, Public Scholarship on Religion I, Yale University, January 2019.  
 
Co-Organizer, History’s Religion Revisited, Helsinki Institute for Advanced Study, October 2017.  
 
Faculty Convener, New Directions in Theology, interdisciplinary biweekly graduate student seminar, 2017-
2018.  
 
Environmental Change and Ritualized Relationships with the Other-Than-Human World, joint Berkeley-
GTU-University of Oslo workshop, October 2016.  
 
Berkeley Workshop on the Enlightenment 4, UC Berkeley, Feb. 21-22, 2014.  
 
Berkeley Workshop on the Enlightenment 2, UC Berkeley, April 23-24, 2010.  
 
Law, Society, and Culture in Germany, series of 7 panels organized for the German Studies Association, 
October 2010.  
 
Religion and the Secular (November 12-13, 2006 ) and Religion, Law, and the Public Sphere (February 16-
17, 2007), conference series at the University of Michigan.  
 
The Discovery of Paganism in Early Modern Europe, Princeton University, November 11-12, 2004. 
 
Signs of the Self, May 2002;  Eighteenth-Century Geographies: The Question of the Global, May 2004; 
Custom, Ritual, Habit, Fetish: The Idols of the Eighteenth Century, May 2005; Indiana University 
Eighteenth Century Studies Workshop.  
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Transfiguring the Sacred, UCLA Humanities Consortium Mellon Conference, June 5-6, 2000.  
 
Principal organizer, Web-site designer, moderator, introducer, and commentator for Intellectual History and 
Practice, University of California, Berkeley, 2-3 October 1998. Sponsored by the Doreen Townsend Center 
for the Humanities and the History Department. 
 

S E L E C T E D  C O U R S E S   
European History, Renaissance to the Present, undergraduate lecture. 
The Reformations of Christendom, undergraduate lecture.  
Early Modern European Intellectual History, undergraduate lecture. 
What Was Enlightenment?, undergraduate seminar.  
Early Modern Europe, graduate seminar.  
The Substance of Things Unseen: Matter and Spirit, 1650-1800, graduate seminar. 
Heterodoxy, Orthodoxy, and Early Modern Religion, graduate seminar. 
Theories and Practices of Early Modern Politics, graduate seminar. 
The Enlightenment: Critique and Crisis, graduate seminar. 
Introduction to the Professional Study of History, graduate seminar. 
The Cultural History of Religion in Early Modern Europe, graduate seminar. 
Religion and Violence in Early Modern Europe, undergraduate lecture. 
Civilization and Its Discontents, university lecture course for freshmen..  
Mysticism and Enthusiasm in Early Modern Europe, undergraduate seminar.  
Science and Religion in Early Modern Europe, undergraduate seminar. 
Evil in Modern Thought, freshman seminar.   
Writing a History Honors Thesis, undergraduate seminar. 

 
P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E  

 
Editorial Board, Representations, 2024- 
Editorial Board, Modern Intellectual History, 2018- 
Editorial Board, Laboratorium Aufklärung, 2018- 
Founding Director, Berkeley Center for the Study of Religion, 2012-2019.   
Director, Consortium for Interdisciplinary Research, 2013-2017. 
Selection Committee, Koret Chair in Jewish Studies, Graduate Theological Union, 2019.  
Advisory Committee, Public Theologies of Technology and Presence, Institute of Buddhist Studies, 2018- 
Selection Committee, Foerster Lectures on the Immortality of the Soul, UC Berkeley, 2018- 
Steering Committee, Secularism and Secularity Group of the American Academy of Religion, 2016-. 
Selection Committee, Stanford Humanities Center, 2017-18.  
Program Committee, American Society for Church History, Spring Meeting, 2017.  
External Evaluator of the Leibniz Institut für Europäische Geschichte in Mainz. Evaluation conducted by the 
German national research network, the Leibniz Gemeinschaft. December 2016.  
Director, Berkeley Connect in History, 2013-14.  
Editorial Board member, Representations, 2008-2011.  
Member, Committee on Interdisciplinary Initiatives, German Studies Association, 2008-2010. 
Book Prize Committee, George L. Mosse Prize of the American Historical Association, 2010-12. 
 
Program reviewer for the John Danforth Center on Religion and Politics, Washington University, St. Louis 
(2022); the History department at University of Texas, Austin (2023).  
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Project reviewer for the European Institutes for Advanced Studies, Netherlands Organization for Scientific 
Research, the American Academy in Berlin, the Israel Science Foundation, the European Science 
Foundation, the Institute for Advanced Study, the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of 
Canada, the National Humanities Center, the Max Weber Kolleg, Erfurt, the Fondation Maison des Sciences 
de l’Homme, Paris, and the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft.   
 
Tenure & promotion reviews for the University of Pittsburgh, Stanford University, University of Haifa, 
Columbia University, Cornell University, University of California, Davis, Princeton University, Yale 
University, Indiana University, Harvard University, Columbia University, Texas Tech University, Williams 
College, New York University, University of Chicago, University of South Carolina.  
 
Manuscript and book reviewer for Stanford University Press, Yale University Press, Harvard University 
Press, Princeton University Press, University of Chicago Press, Oxford University Press, University of 
Michigan Press, University of Wisconsin Press, Catholic University Press, Early Science and Medicine, 
Journal of the History of Ideas, Eighteenth-Century Studies, American Historical Review, European Review 
of History, American Political Science Review, Journal of Modern History, Journal of the American 
Musicological Society, Philological Encounters, Prooftexts, International Journal of the Classical Tradition.  

 
R E C E N T  D E P A R T M E N T A L  A N D  U N I V E R S I T Y  S E R V I C E  

 
Jewish Thought Search Committee (Fall 2025) 
History Development Committee, Chair (AY 2024-26) 
History Department Personnel Committee (AY 2025-26) 
Chair, Full Professor Promotion Committee, History Department   
Graduate Committee, Center for Jewish Studies 
Divisional Council, Berkeley Academic Senate (AY23-24) 
Committee on Committees, Berkeley Academic Senate (AY22-24, Chair, AY23-24) 
Library Committee, Berkeley Academic Senate (AY25-26) 
Graduate Admissions Committee, History Department 
Russian History Search Committee, History Department 
Chair, Middle Eastern History Search Committee  
Chair, Modern European History Search Committee  
History Department Vice Chair for Personnel 
Committee on Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion, Chair, History Department 
Haas Institute for a Fair and Inclusive Society, Religious Diversity Search Committee 
Campus-Wide Salary Equity Ad Hoc Committee 
Berkeley Signature Initiative Working Group, Democracy, Values and Free Speech  
Townsend Center Fellowship Selection Committee  
Jewish Studies Search Committee  
Committee on Educational Policy, Berkeley Academic Senate 
Director, Berkeley Center for the Study of Religion 
Director, Consortium for Interdisciplinary Research 
Director, Berkeley Connect in History  
Campus Ad Hoc Tenure Committee (2017, 2018, 2019, 2022)  
 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N A L  A F F I L I A T I O N S  
 
American Society for the Study of Religion, elected member, since 2024. 
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American Historical Association, since 1999. 
American Academy of Religion, since 2004.  
Renaissance Society of America, since 2004. 
American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies, since 2003.  
German Studies Association, since 2004.  


